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CABINET

MINUTES of the Meeting held in the Council Chamber, Swale House, East Street,
Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 3HT on Wednesday, 31 October 2018 from 7.00pm -
7.41pm.

PRESENT: Councillors Sarah Aldridge, Mike Cosgrove, Duncan Dewar-Whalley,
Alan Horton, Gerry Lewin (Vice-Chairman-in-the-chair) and David Simmons.

OFFICERS PRESENT: Billy Attaway, Martyn Cassell, David Clifford, Estelle
Culligan, Zoe Kent, Ryan Miles, Jo Millard, Mark Radford, Kelly Upson and Nick
Vickers.

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Councillors Harrison, James Hunt, Roger Truelove, Ted
Wilcox, Tony Winckless and John Wright.

APOLOGY: Councillor Bowles.

EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURE

The Chairman drew attention to the emergency evacuation procedure.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 26 September 2018 (Minute Nos. 239 - 245)
were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
No interests were declared.
ITEM WITHDRAWN

The Vice-Chairman-in-the-chair announced that Item 8 on the Agenda had been
withdrawn.

Part A Recommendations to Council
REVIEW OF FEES AND CHARGES
Cabinet Member for Finance and Performance

Cabinet considered the report of the Chief Financial Officer and the above Cabinet
Member which invited Cabinet to consider the proposals for the level of fees and
charges to be levied for the next financial year 2019/20.

The Cabinet Member for Finance and Performance introduced the report and
proposed the recommendations. He highlighted that the proposed parking charges
for the new Bourne Place Multi-Storey Car Park, Sittingbourne were set for its
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intended use and he reminded Members that the report would be discussed at the
Scrutiny Committee on 7 November 2018.

In response to a question from a Member, the Cabinet Member for Housing and
Safer Communities confirmed that the fees had been set to deter commuters but
encourage visitors. He advised that commuters could use long-stay car parks in
the area, which were cheaper.

Recommendation:

(1) That the proposed fees and charges 2019/20 as set out in the report for
submission to Council be approved.

(2) That delegated authority be given to the Head of Commissioning,
Environment & Leisure Services in Consultation with the Chief Financial
Officer and the Cabinet Member for Environment and Rural Affairs to

amend the 2019/20 charge for the new Environmental Fixed Penalty Notice for
‘Duty of Care in the disposal of household waste’ in the event that the draft
national guidance on this specific Fixed Penalty Notice gets amended prior to
implementation of the legislation.

(3) That the Animal Welfare Licensing charges are implemented on 15
November 2018.

(4) That the charges for the new Bourne Street Multi-Storey Car Park are
implemented from its day of opening.

COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT SCHEME 2019/20

Cabinet Member for Finance and Performance

Cabinet considered the report of the Chief Financial Officer and the above Cabinet
Member which considered the current scheme’s effects on collection and benefit

claimants, and considered the percentage reduction that should be set for 2019/20.

The Cabinet Member for Finance and Performance said that there should be no
change from the previous year and proposed the recommendation.

Recommendation:

(1) That the Council Tax Support scheme for 2019/20 is kept the same as
2018/19, and the Council Tax Support continues as a maximum reduction of
75%

Part B Reports for decision by Cabinet

KENT JOINT MUNICIPAL WASTE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY REFRESH

Cabinet Member for Environment and Rural Affairs
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Cabinet considered the report of the Head of Commissioning, Environment and
Leisure and the above Cabinet Member which gave an update on the refresh of the
Kent Joint Municipal Waste Strategy (KIMWMS), through the Kent Resource
Partnership.

The Cabinet Member for Environment and Rural Affairs drew attention that new
guidance from Central Government was expected. He proposed the
recommendation.

Resolved:

(1) That the refreshed Kent Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy be
adopted up to 2020/21.

WARDEN BAY LAND (JUNCTION IMPERIAL DRIVE AND CLIFF DRIVE),
COMMUNITY ASSET TRANSFER

This item was withdrawn from the Agenda.
COMPLAINTS ANNUAL REPORT 2017/2018
Leader

Cabinet considered the report of the Head of Commissioning, Environment and
Leisure and the above Cabinet Member which presented the annual summary of
complaints, compliments and comments received by Swale Borough Council (SBC)
during the year from April 2017 to March 2018.

The Monitoring Officer drew attention to the table at the top of page 101 of the
report and highlighted that the 90% target of complaints responded to within 10
days was reached.

A Member praised staff and referred to the lessons learnt at paragraph 2.12 in the
report.

Resolved:

(1) That the report be noted.

AIR QUALITY ACTION PLAN CONSULTATION

Cabinet Member for Environment and Rural Affairs

Cabinet considered the report of the Mid-Kent Environmental Health Manager and
the above Cabinet Member which set out the outcomes of additional modelling work
and the draft Air Quality Management Action Plan (AQAP) for public consultation.
The Cabinet Member for Environment and Rural Affairs introduced the report and
reminded Members that SBC carried out more Air Quality monitoring than any other

district in Kent. He advised that the Air Quality steering group were making good
progress and said that many Air Quality issues were out of SBC’s control.
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The Cabinet Member for Environment and Rural Affairs proposed the
recommendations with an amendment to include 2 additional tables in the
consultation document which explained how the figures had been reached.

A Member suggested additional wording to clarify that the 0% figure showed
pollution levels were under the limit rather than there was no pollution, in the table
at the top of page 111 of the report. Another Member suggested including
reference to the influence that the M2 motorway had on the levels of pollution on
the A2.

A Member welcomed the report and how it could be considered in planning
applications. He said that with additional development and major roadworks
planned in the future in or near the area, it was unlikely that the Newington AQMA
would be compliant in 2020 as stated on page 111 of the report. He thanked the
steering group.

The Vice-chairman-in-the-chair advised that a Planning Policy Officer sat on the
steering group, and that a briefing for Members on how Air Quality might affect
Planning applications was planned.

Resolved:
(1) That the outcomes of the updated traffic modelling work be noted.

(2) That the draft Air Quality Management Action Plan for public consultation,
amended to include 2 additional tables of information, be agreed, and
delegation be authorised to the Chief Financial Officer in consultation with
the Cabinet Member for Environmental and Rural Affairs the final drafting of
the document.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
Resolved:

(1) That under Section 100 (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press
and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business
on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as
defined in Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act: Paragraph 3:
Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular
person (including the authority holding that information).

SALE OF LAND AT GAS ROAD, MILTON REGIS
Cabinet Member for Finance and Performance
Cabinet considered the report of the Head of Property Services and the above

Cabinet Member to obtain approval of the freehold sale of the Council owned land
shown on Appendix | of the report.
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Resolved:

(1) That the Council agrees to accept the highest offer for the sale of the
freehold but should this not proceed the second offer may then be accepted.

(2) That the Head of Property Services in consultation with the Cabinet
Member for Finance and Performance be authorised to negotiate final terms
and the Head of Legal Services be authorised to complete the necessary legal
formalities in due course.

Chairman

Copies of this document are available on the Council website
http://www.swale.gov.uk/dso/. If you would like hard copies or alternative versions
(i.e. large print, audio, different language) we will do our best to accommodate your
request please contact Swale Borough Council at Swale House, East Street,
Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 3HT or telephone the Customer Service Centre 01795
417850.

All Minutes are draft until agreed at the next meeting of the Committee/Panel
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